
The Reformed Confessions on God's Not Being the Author of Sin

Belgic Confession 13: We believe that the same God, after he had created all  things, did not forsake 
them, or give them up to fortune or chance, but that he rules and governs them according to his holy 
will, so that nothing happens in this world without his appointment: nevertheless,  God neither is the 
author of, nor can be charged with, the sins which are committed. For his power and goodness are so 
great and incomprehensible, that he orders and executes his work in the most excellent and just manner, 
even  then,  when  devils  and  wicked  men  act  unjustly.  And,  as  to  what  he  doth  surpassing  human 
understanding, we will not curiously inquire into, farther than our capacity will admit of; but with the 
greatest  humility  and  reverence  adore  the  righteous  judgments  of  God,  which  are  hid  from  us, 
contenting ourselves that we are disciples of Christ, to learn only those things which he has revealed to 
us in his Word, without transgressing these limits ... 

Westminster Confession V:4: The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness of God so 
far manifest themselves in His providence, that it extendeth itself even to the first fall, and all other sins 
of angels and men; and that not by a bare permission, but such as hath joined with it a most wise and 
powerful bounding, and otherwise ordering and governing of them, in a manifold dispensation, to His 
own holy ends; yet so, as the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only from the creature, and not from God,  
who, being most holy and righteous, neither is, nor can be, the author or approver of sin.

Canons I:15: What peculiarly tends to illustrate and recommend to us the eternal and unmerited grace of 
election, is  the express testimony of sacred Scripture, that not all,  but some only are elected, while 
others  are  passed  by  in  the  eternal  election  of  God;  whom  God,  out  of  his  sovereign,  most  just, 
irreprehensible and unchangeable good pleasure,  hath decreed to leave in the common misery  into 
which they have willfully plunged themselves, and not to bestow upon them saving faith and the grace of 
conversion; but leaving them in his just judgment to follow their own ways, at last for the declaration of 
his justice, to condemn and punish them forever, not only on account of their unbelief, but also for all 
their other sins. And this is the decree of reprobation which by no means makes God the author of sin 
(the very thought of which is blasphemy), but declares him to be an awful, irreprehensible, and righteous 
judge and avenger thereof. 

Canons  Conclusion:  And  this  is  the  perspicuous,  simple,  and  ingenious  declaration  of  the  orthodox 
doctrine  respecting  the  five  articles  which  have  been controverted  in  the  Belgic  churches;  and  the 
rejection of the errors, with which they have for some time been troubled. This doctrine, the Synod 
judges to be drawn from the Word of God, and to be agreeable to the confessions of the Reformed 
churches. Whence it clearly appears, that some whom such conduct by no means became, have violated 
all  truth,  equity,  and charity,  in wishing to persuade the public:  "That the doctrine of the Reformed 
churches  concerning predestination,  and  the points  annexed to  it,  by  its  own genius  and  necessary 
tendency, leads off the minds of men from all piety and religion; that it is an opiate administered by the 
flesh and by the devil,  and the stronghold of Satan, where he lies in wait for all; and from which he 
wounds multitudes, and mortally strikes through many with the darts both of despair and security; that it 
makes  God the author of sin, unjust, tyrannical, hypocritical; that it is nothing more than interpolated 
Stoicism, Manicheism, Libertinism, Turcism ..."


