
Texts on the Meaning of Justification 

Genesis 15:6: “And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.”

Exodus 23:7: “Keep thee far from a false matter; and the innocent and righteous slay thou not: for I will not justify the 
wicked.”

Deuteronomy 25:1: “If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge 
them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked.”

Psalm 51:4: “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when 
thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.” 

Proverbs 17:15: “He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the 
Lord.”

Isaiah 5:23: “Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!”

Matthew 11:19: “The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a 
friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.”

Matthew 12:37: “For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.”

Luke 7:29: “And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.”

Luke 7:35: “But wisdom is justified of all her children.”

Luke 10:29:  “But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?” 

Luke 16:15: “And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for 
that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.” 

Luke 18:14: “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”

Romans 4:3: “For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.”

Romans 4:6-8: “Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness 
without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to 
whom the Lord will not impute sin.”

Romans 5:16: “And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the 
free gift is of many offences unto justification.”

Romans 8:33-34: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that con-
demneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us.”

II Corinthians 5:19, 21: “To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation ... For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 

I Timothy 3:16: “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.”
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