
Reprobation Serves Election

A. History of Redemption

Genesis 25:23: “And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated 
from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger.”

Isaiah 43:3-4: “For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and 
Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give 
men for thee, and people for thy life.”

Joshua 11:20: “For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that he might 
destroy them utterly, and that they might have no favour, but that he might destroy them, as the Lord commanded Mo-
ses.” 

Isaiah 10:5-6, 20-22: “O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. I will send him 
against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take 
the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets ...  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of 
Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay 
upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty 
God. For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed 
shall overflow with righteousness.”

Habakkuk 1:6, 12: “For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth 
of the land, to possess the dwellingplaces that are not theirs ... Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God, mine Holy 
One? we shall not die. O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them 
for correction.”

Malachi 1:2-5: “I have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? 
saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob, And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of 
the wilderness. Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The 
people against whom the Lord hath indignation for ever. And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The Lord will be 
magnified from the border of Israel.”

B. Principles

Proverbs 11:8: “The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead.”

Proverbs 21:18: “The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright.”

Romans 9:12: “It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.”

Romans 9:22-23: “What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuf-
fering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory.”

Canons I:15: “What peculiarly tends to illustrate and recommend to us the eternal and unmerited grace of election, is 
the express testimony of sacred Scripture, that not all, but some only are elected, while others are passed by in the eternal 
election of God; whom God, out of his sovereign, most just, irreprehensible and unchangeable good pleasure, hath de-
creed to leave in the common misery into which they have willfully plunged themselves, and not to bestow upon them 
saving faith and the grace of conversion; but leaving them in his just judgment to follow their own ways, at last for the 
declaration of his justice, to condemn and punish them forever, not only on account of their unbelief, but also for all their 
other sins. And this is the decree of reprobation which by no means makes God the author of sin (the very thought of 
which is blasphemy), but declares him to be an awful, irreprehensible, and righteous judge and avenger thereof.”


