
Texts on the Content of 
Christ’s Intercession for Us

Psalm 2:8: “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos-
session.”

Isaiah 53:12: “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath 
poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made interces-
sion for the transgressors.”

Zechariah 1:12: “Then the angel of the Lord answered and said, O Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jeru-
salem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?”

Zechariah 3:2: “And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem 
rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?”
 
Matthew 11:25-27: “At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy 
sight. All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man 
the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”

Matthew 19:13: “Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray: and the 
disciples rebuked them.”

Mark 10:16: “And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.”

Luke 22:32: “But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”

Luke 23:34: “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.”

Luke 24:50-51: “And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, 
while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.”

John 11:41-42: “Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, 
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand 
by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.”

John 14:13-14: “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name, I will do it.” 

John 14:16: “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever.”

John 15:16: “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.”

John 16:26-27: “At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: For the Father 
himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.”

Romans 8:34: “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”

Hebrews 2:16-18: “For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore 
in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is 
able to succour them that are tempted.”

Hebrews 4:14-16: “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need.”
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The Reformed Confessions on the Content of Christ’s Intercession

Canons of Dordt V:8
Article 8. Thus, it is not in consequence of their own merits, or strength, but of God’s free mercy, that they do not totally fall 
from faith and grace, nor continue and perish finally in their backslidings; which, with respect to themselves, is not only pos-
sible, but would undoubtedly happen; but with respect to God, it is utterly impossible, since his counsel cannot be changed, 
nor his promise fail, neither can the call according to his purpose be revoked, nor the merit, intercession and preservation of 
Christ be rendered ineffectual, nor the sealing of the Holy Spirit be frustrated or obliterated.

Canons of Dordt V:R:1
[The Synod rejects the errors of those] who teach: That the perseverance of the true believers is not a fruit of election, or a gift 
of God, gained by the death of Christ, but a condition of the new covenant, which (as they declare) man before his decisive 
election and justification must fulfill through his free will. For the Holy Scripture testifies that this follows out of election, and 
is given the elect in virtue of the death, the resurrection and intercession of Christ: “But the elect obtained it and the rest were 
hardened,” Romans 11:7. Likewise: “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also 
with him freely give us all things? Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth; who is he that 
condemneth? It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” Romans 8:32-35.

Canons of Dordt V:R:9
[The Synod rejects the errors of those] who teach: That Christ has in no place prayed that believers should infallibly continue 
in faith. For they contradict Christ himself, who says: “I have prayed for thee (Simon), that thy faith fail not,” Luke 22:32; and 
the Evangelist John, who declares, that Christ has not prayed for the Apostles only, but also for those who through their word 
would believe: “Holy Father, keep them in thy name,” and: “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that 
thou shouldest keep them from the evil one,” John 17:11, 15, 20.

Westminster Confession 17:2
This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the immutability of the decree of election, flow-
ing from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ, the 
abiding of the Spirit, and of the seed of God within them, and the nature of the covenant of grace: from all which arises also 
the certainty and infallibility thereof.

Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. & A. 79
Q. May not true believers, by reason of their imperfections, and the many temptations and sins they are overtaken with, fall 
away from the state of grace?
A. True believers, by reason of the unchangeable love of God, and his decree and covenant to give them perseverance, their 
inseparable union with Christ, his continual intercession for them, and the Spirit and seed of God abiding in them, can neither 
totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A. 117
Q.117.  What are the requisites of that prayer which is acceptable to God and which He will hear?
A. First, that we from the heart pray to the one true God only, who hath manifested Himself in His Word, for all things He 
hath commanded us to ask of Him; secondly, that we rightly and thoroughly know our need and misery, that so we may deeply 
humble ourselves in the presence of His divine majesty; thirdly, that we be fully persuaded that He, notwithstanding that we are 
unworthy of it, will, for the sake of Christ our Lord, certainly hear our prayer, as He has promised us in His Word.

Hebrews 7:24-25: “But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”

Hebrews 9:24: “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”

I John 2:1-2: “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.”


