
Texts on the Character and 
Extent of Christ’s Intercession

Matthew 12:31-32: “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of 
man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come.”

Luke 23:34: “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and 
cast lots.”

John 11:41-42: “Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and 
said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people 
which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.”

John 14:6: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

John 14:13-14: “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.” 

John 17:9: “I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.”

John 17:24: “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.”

Romans 8:34: “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”

I Timothy 2:5: “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

Hebrews 2:16-18: “For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Where-
fore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being 
tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.”

Hebrews 4:14-16: “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

Hebrews 7:24-25: “But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”

Hebrews 9:24, 28: “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us ... So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”

I John 2:1: “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

I John 5:16: “If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them 
that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.”
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The Reformed Confessions on 
the Extent of Christ’s Intercession

Canons of Dordt V:R:1
[The Synod rejects the errors of those] who teach: That the perseverance of the true believers is not a fruit of election, or 
a gift of God, gained by the death of Christ, but a condition of the new covenant, which (as they declare) man before his 
decisive election and justification must fulfill through his free will. For the Holy Scripture testifies that this follows out of 
election, and is given the elect in virtue of the death, the resurrection and intercession of Christ: “But the elect obtained 
it and the rest were hardened,” Romans 11:7. Likewise: “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not also with him freely give us all things? Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth; who is he that condemneth? It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, who is at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” Romans 8:32-35.

Canons of Dordt V:R:9
[The Synod rejects the errors of those] who teach: That Christ has in no place prayed that believers should infallibly con-
tinue in faith. For they contradict Christ himself, who says: “I have prayed for thee (Simon), that thy faith fail not,” Luke 
22:32; and the Evangelist John, who declares, that Christ has not prayed for the Apostles only, but also for those who 
through their word would believe: “Holy Father, keep them in thy name,” and: “I pray not that thou shouldest take them 
out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil one,” John 17:11, 15, 20.

Westminster Confession of Faith 8:8
To all those for whom Christ has purchased redemption, He does certainly and effectually apply and communicate the 
same; making intercession for them, and revealing unto them, in and by the word, the mysteries of salvation; effectually 
persuading them by His Spirit to believe and obey, and governing their hearts by His word and Spirit; overcoming all 
their enemies by His almighty power and wisdom, in such manner, and ways, as are most consonant to His wonderful 
and unsearchable dispensation.

Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. & A. 44
Q. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?
A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering himself a sacrifice without spot to God, to be reconciliation 
for the sins of his people; and in making continual intercession for them.


